Economic Cost of War in Afghanistan

The War in Afghanistan has cost U.S. Tax payers $172 billion to date, with a request for
roughly $13.4 billion to fund the war through the remainder of Fiscal year 2009 expected
in March or April. This brings the total cost through FY 2009 to $185.1 billion.

This figures reflect the budgetary cost alone. Projected costs over the long term are likely
to total more than half a trillion dollars when future occupation and veteran’s benefits are
taken into account. Interest payments could add another $200 billion to that figure." All
told, this is more than the size of the recent bailout of Wall Street, and rivals the historic
economic stimulus bill just passed by Congress.

Countries outside the United States have spent additional billions on the War in
Afghanistan, with the UK contributing roughly £4.5billion” and the cost to Canada
totaling $7.7 billion to $10.5 billion in Canadian dollars through 2008.’

Consider that the US spends a mere $100 million per year, or less than one percent of the
yearly cost of the Afghanistan war, to assist
refugees and returnees from Afghanistan
through the State Department’s Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM).”
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The War in Afghanistan has cost U.S. Tax payers $185.1 billion through FY 2009, and the projecte
costs are likely to total more than half a trillion dollars when future occupation and veteran’s bene
are taken into account. This does not include interest on that money. The following table shows th
cost to each state of the budgetary costs to date, the number of goods and services that could have

been provided with that money, and the number of US soldiers’ lives lost.
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*Total number of soldiers killed as part of Operation Enduring Freedom from March
19, 2001, through February 7, 2009.
http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/personnel/CASUALTY /castop.htm accessed February

16, 2009. Total includes 16 soldiers from US Territories.






